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/¢ i the second week 001 (7«/(«41/% and the year is sturting with great ﬁme and fee//)(,g f/‘m Shostakovich
Fiano Concerto Mo, 7 ix Jena, Germany, to Brakms Symphony No.3 ix Bertir

As we begin the New Year, some of you asked e to share a little of what is planned for 2007 and recqp a
0‘&«/ 0f my nusical e;gaa/‘/é/mw m 2006, %a were /M/‘K/'o«/a/‘{y mlerested i the am/%m'w( af my second
afa/e/ of all 32 Beethoven Sonatas.

/ éa/e that this note ée{@&’ &e/a as connected and wish you a éa;ﬁ// New Yoar.
- /%/‘/'
Pllaws for 2007, inctading Detrort, with its grand orchestral tradition

[ wit? be i aéa/;w of a musizal sertes at the Bad /f/&@/)ye/( Summer Festival fo/we/‘fy led /y the late
Boris Pe/yam/(taé/%w, /%/y artists grew out af this sertes and [ an very ewerted Co be able to make ny

contrrbulion,

[ with perform ix Detrott, Mliohipan for the fivst tine, ard an looking forward to working with this renowned
orchestra,

Onee again, [ with abis start inolading Kussian composers, inctuding Frokofier and Shostakovich, ix my

concerts this pear,
[ wit? continue ny recordigs of the Beethoren Smatas,
2006 marked a by mite-stone: finishing ol 52 Beethover Smatas.

The cycl, which ( performed ix [okyo ard Nagoya, stuted i the fall of 2003, and so took e exactly
three years, In fact, it was my second cycle, The first, which [ performed ix Fasadena and Los Aygetes,
abso 0ok Chree years.



[ was ashed, What was it ke ?’ The bost malipy [ can think of i to say that it is like clinbivy Moant
Loerest, [he preparations are endless, Further, even the second tine aroud] it is 1o easier than the first:
though 1€ hetps G0 kaow the Lorrair, [he views are ofso different with each clinb, ard so were my
experionoes. White some composers have a consistent styte, this was not the case with Beethoven, (¢ as
tém/é te created 32 distinet &'&:/%%’ This is /M/‘L‘Zy because 0f his oun dramatic musical z/we/a/ﬂ/r(efrt a/a/‘/}g}
s Ufe, i addition Yo the fact that the piano itself evolved so much during his carcer. As a resull, his

carlier //e&e@ bear Uttle resemblince Co s later ones,

/ fw/ 4 /ﬁ/?f//e//ea/ U have been able to both J’fac{/ and /ﬁeﬁfo/‘/r{ the entire ayo/a,' anong them, Chere isn ta
sinple weak pioce, [ started recording the oycle, which witl be completed ix aroud 2009

Playing Beethoren Concerti Mo 17, 2 and 3 i a cinple eveninp

Arother exerting propect was /e/‘fa/‘/r(/)g} Becthoen Converti Nos, 7, 2 and 3 in one eveniny. 1t was a new
experience fw‘ ne, / Usually, a soboist //ay&’ one concerty per eveniny, / The concert was part of the Baden
Buden Ffingsten Festivad] where their 2,500-seat hall was sold out, Luckity, for ne, [ performed with the
Deatshe Symphonio-Orehester Berlin and fent Nagans, with whon [ speak the same musical lugasge, "o it
felt [ was ix a small] chamber-tife setting, After the performance, we recorded those Concerts i the
studo,

Playing Beethoven Concerto on a Fortepians

Arother new experience was to playing the Beethoven Concerts on a Fortepians, [0 prepare for the
concerts, [ rented an istrument and asked the advice of Frdreas Stuier, a specinlist; whom [ regpect
enormousty. [t was interestivg G play this instrument and hear (¢ as Beethoven dil when he composed the
prece, Sioe the instrament has neither the votume ror the tegats ror color of a grand pians, [ decided to
oéa/g/e my //a/(, r%a/we/; once [ zfe/a/( /eﬁfo/om}g/ at the 7000-seat conoert hall ﬂfmeté/)g/ Beethoven did
10t have to deal a//ﬂ/, / 7«/’0%@ realized that that interprelation would ot work, [ ended up reverting Lo
my originad inlerpretation, Luckity, this audionce, which very attuned to barogue musie, seemed to lyve .

Forest it Masioal Dags Festival Rotarns after a two—year bintas

After a two-gear break, we produced the Forest HH Musical Days Festival i ow own nejphborhood of San
Franciseo, [his tine, we were foﬁta/(alfa to collaborate with Dietrich //a/(f@aéef one of the best baritones



loday, and lehivo Noduiea, a great composer. We gpenty disoussed how to interpret Sehubert s Winterrerse,
and we were able o grive an ewe/mf/w(a/{y dramatic /mﬁﬁ/‘m/me at the Jaa«t/fa/ /(e{;é/a/‘ém/ Clubhoase,

Working with Rene Martin, masical entreprencar ix France

Rene Martic i a genias in the reatin of music production ix France. Ho started two very influential festivats,
which now travel the world, Ohe is La Kogue d“Antheron ix Sauth of France. (I fact, at his first
fe&f/&af 20 years ago, /}(0%(@/(5/21/ PLanises /}(a/acé)g/ Marta #/yeﬁ/'aé, Mawrizio Follin, Steven Kovacesioh,
Alfred Brendel] Sviastostar Kchter and Vlads FPortnater ol attended). He also frunded the Folles
Jrnees de Nantes’ ix Nantes, France,

In 2006, [ fad the ploasure of performing ix both festivals, La Kogue d Autheron | i the South of France,
which takes /a%we every Summer, and Che stage 1s i the middte 00‘ the woods, [o improve the acoustics, he
tad @ pond butt beneath the stage (1) This leads 0o interesting soheduling issues having to do with the sun,
Slie the sun reflecting from the pond is too strong to the piano o stage, morning rehearsale must sty by
77:00 am. The concerts then start at 9:00 p.m. [ partivjpated ix the Qlivier Messizen evening, where my
sister Momo and [ //ayeo/ the Visins de [ “Anen fo/‘ two pranss, The evenimny was dedlvated to Moms, who
/e/‘fo/‘/r(ea/ a world premiere of a /(e«/y disoovered work /y Messizen, Messizen loved birds and ased their
voioes a ot i tis works, White we were refearsing, ol the birds suddenty stopped sinping ~ it was magical.

La Folle Jowrnee’ i another remarkable festival, [here is a theme every year, (tast year was Mozart, as
it was the 250th aniversary of kis birth) wd concerts run from 9:00 am. wtil 77:00 p.m., non-stop i
several thoations, The tikels are affordatte, so it is always well-attonded, Last year, La Folle Journee ' ix
[okys, had 60,000 wiitors ix fowr days, a record for ary classical music fostival, Lach concert oty tasts
45 mixutes and the 7««/#% 18 e/ab‘/‘em{y é/dbé, 7%/‘@, [ had a new experience; /aa/‘fo/‘/rr/)(/ at 9:00 am. [ bpwed
starting the day with a performance nd then spending the rest of the day listening to cotleagues and
reconnecting with them, some of whon [ hady ¢ seen for over 20 years.



